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Synopsis

A substantial revision of an already successful text, the Third Edition of Essentials of Geology
combines an accurate and engaging narrative with exceptional visual and pedagogical elements. It
is supported by a complete learning and teaching package. Innovative media, such as
GeotoursA¢a -a ¢which take students on virtual field trips using Google

EarthA¢a A¢Ag¢a -4 ¢make it possible for instructors to bring real-world geology to life in the

classroom.

Book Information

Paperback: 628 pages

Publisher: W. W. Norton & Company; 3 edition (February 27, 2009)

Language: English

ISBN-10: 0393932389

ISBN-13: 978-0393932386

Product Dimensions: 9.1 x 1 x 10.8 inches

Shipping Weight: 2.8 pounds

Average Customer Review: 4.1 out of 5 stars 50 customer reviews

Best Sellers Rank: #31,687 in Books (See Top 100 in Books) #51 inA A Books > Science & Math
> Earth Sciences > Geology #120inA A Books > Textbooks > Science & Mathematics > Earth

Sciences

Customer Reviews

Stephen Marshak is professor of geology at the University of lllinois, Urbana-Champaign, where he
is also the director of the School of Earth, Society, and Environment. He holds an A.B. from Cornell
University, an M.S. from the University of Arizona, and a Ph.D. from Columbia University. Steve’s
research interests lie in structural geology and tectonics. This work has taken him into the field on a
number of continents. Steve loves teaching and has won his college’s and university’s highest
teaching awards. In addition to research papers and Earth Science, Steve has also authored Earth:
Portrait of a Planet, Essentials of Geology, and has co-authored the Laboratory Manual for
Introductory Geology, Earth Structure: An Introduction to Structural Geology and Tectonics, and

Basic Methods of Structural Geology.

This book is superbly written, illustrated, and organized. It was a pleasure to read and is a reliable

guide to the subject matter. My professor said first day of class that this book is what every other



geology text should aspire to, and | heartily agree with him.The text reflects the newest scholarship,
e.g. on mechanisms of plate tectonics, but is always concise and readable. Virtually every point is
illustrated with charts, photographs, or drawings -- like having natural history museum exhibits right
in the book. The large scale drawings showing, e.g. overall views of watersheds, or cut-away view
of volcanoes or caves, are the best | have seen anywhere. This is important, because, as is the
case with anatomy, this is an area where paintings are usually much clearer than photographs.The
newest features keep the book up to date with links, e.g., to Google Earth images.In short, if your
prof has assigned this book, be happy. If you are looking for a book to use to learn geology on you

own, this is the one.

| am a former geology graduate who wanted to brush up on all aspects of the subject and to see
what had changed in the 30-year interim period. Stephen Marshak’s book is absolutely ideal for the
purpose, providing the reader with an exhaustive (but not too deep) overview of every conceivable
aspect of the geological sciences. The best thing about this book is the pictures and beautifully

crafted illustrations. A fantastic book. | urge you to buy it.

| purchased this textbook to read and study independently. Having graduated college and working
full-time in my trained modality | always find a little free time to read and have always enjoy learning
about new things or more about things | never knew much about. Curiosity is my weakness but also
my motivation. Learning a little more about geological features and the way the world changes
around us was something that prompted this purchase. Being a visual learner, this text was very
helpful in illustrating concepts that were difficult to grasp. | would say the wording is not simplistic

but it is easy enough to read and understand.All-in-all, | think this book is a great introduction to

geology.

Had to sell. Class cancelled.

You probably aren’t going to buy this if it is not required for a class, but it is a well written geology
textbook. The pictures are great and it is very up-to-date and organized well. If you want to learn the
basics on your own, I'd recommend this book. It is the required Introduction to Geology textbook for

many universities.

| needed this book for a lower-division geology course at the University of California Santa Barbara.



In our stores it was $50.00+ so | was relieved to find it for $12.00 used on . After reading the book |
was surprised to find a colorful, informative layout which helped to keep me reading through the
chapters. The pictures and diagrams are detailed and well put together. No complaints with this text
book!

This is possible the best science text book I've ever used. It has a very colorful, organized layout
with a lot of pictures/models to illustrate topics being covered. My only complaint is that my copy is a
paperback, and as far as | know, it is not available in hardback. It doesn’t wear very well. However,

it is still an awesome GeoScience book.

This book is both beautifully written and beautifully illustrated. I'm a biologist by training, but the

explanations are so well written as to be understood by anyone.
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